152       3IY TRAVELS IX THE EAST
for   the   accommodation   of   additional    guests.
In the afternoon I approached the office
of the local chamber of commerce for a pass
to visit tin? royal palace of the past emperors
of Japan where old Japanese art can be seen,
DresseJ. in a scout-dress when I arrived at
the gate of th3 palace -with a pass, the officers
in the gate-office refused to allow me to
enter on the ground that I was not dressed
in full European dress. So I had to return
to my lodge disappointed.
In the evening I was invited to speak
about my adventurous travels before a large
gathering of students of both sexes in the
T. 3L C. A. hall, I spoke for an hour and
half about my itinerary and the economic and
the social conditions of the different countries
I visited. After iny speech the secretary of
the Y. M. C. A. rose and spoke for a little
while in appreciation of my adventurous spirit
after which the meeting ended in applause*
After tli3 dispersal of the gathering when I was
taking rest in the waiting room, some fifty
students, both boys and girls, approached me
and requested for my autographs. I gladly
satisfied their curiosity. After a while two
gentlemen, one of whom was a friend of mine